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~  .  ,  Holear  that  he  can  hardly  escfcpe.  It  ap 

^1  ationai  l^alani.ixy  Peal'8  fr°m  a  l®tter  found  in  Booth's  trunk 


President  Lincoln  Assassinated 


HIS  DEATH 


Assassination  of  Sec’y  Seward. 


DEATH  OF  SEC’Y  SEWARD. 


that  the  murder  was  planned  before  the 
4th  of  Marth,  but  fell  through  then,  be 
sause  the  accomplice  backed  out  until 
Richmond  could  be  heard  from. 

Booth  and  his  accomplice  were  at  the 
livery  stable  at  six  o’clock  last  evening, 
and  left  there  with  their  horses  about  ten 
o'clock,  or  shortly  before  that  hour. 

It  would  seem  that  they  had,  for  sev-, 
eral  days,  been  seeking  their  chance,  but 
for  some  unknown  reasons  it  was  not  car 
ried  into  effect  until  last  night. 

One  of  them  has  evidently  made  his  way 
to  Baltimore.  The  other  has  not  yet  been 
traced.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 


His  Son,  Major  Seward,  Stabbed 


His  Attendant  Mortally  Wounded. 


OFFICIAL  STATEMENT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF 
WAR. — NO.  1. 

War  Department,  4:10,  A.  M. 

To  Major  General  Mix  : 

The  President  continues  insensible, 
and  is  sinking.  Secretary  Seward  re¬ 
mains  without  change.  Frederick  Sew 
aid’s  skull  is  fractured  in  two  places,  be¬ 
sides  a  severe  cut  on  the  head. 

The  attendant  is  still  alive,  but  hope¬ 
less.  Major  Seward's  wounds  are  ntt 
dangerous.  It  is  known  with  reasonable 
certainty,  that  two  assassins  were  engag- 
ed  in  the  horrible  crime.  Wilkes  Booth 
being  the  one  that  shot  the  President  and 
the  other  a  companion  of  his,  whose  name 
is  not  known,  but  whose  description  is  so 


[Official  Bulletin  No.  2  ] 

War  Department,  Washin6ton,  1 
April  15.  j 

Majyr  Gen.  Mix  : 

Abraham  Lincoln  died  this  morning  at 
twenty-two  minutes  past  seven  o'clock. 

Edwin  M.  Stanton, 
Secretary  of  War.. 


Arrest  of  Booth,  the  Assassin. 


Public  Meeting  at  the  Court  House] 
at  One  o’clock  to-day. 


Assassination  of  President  Lincoln' 
and  Secretary  Seward. 

Washington,  April  15,  2:30  A.  M. 

I  have  just  returned  from  the  House' 
whero  the  President  is  lying  under  an 
armed  escort.  Surgeon  General  Burns 
says  the-  .President  cannot  live  till  day 
light.  Miss  Laura  Keen  testifies  that! 
Wilke3  Booth, (an  actor,)  was.  the  .assassin. 

_  ..  Vh,'  w  AH  A. it'.  ’Toea 

Secretary  Se’ward  was  also  assassinated. 

President  Lincoln  and  wife,  with  other 

friends,  last  evening,  visited  Ford's  The 
atre,  for  tho  purpose  of  witnessing  the! 
performance  of  “  The  American  Cousin.’ 
The  Theatre  was  densely  crowded  and] 
everybody  seemed  delighted  with  the 
scene  before  them.  During  the  Third 
Act,  and  while  there  was  a  temporary 
pause  for  one  of  the  actors  to  enter,  a 
sharp  report  of  a  pistol  was  heard,  which 
merely  attracted  attention,  but  suggested 
nothing  serious  until  a  man  rushed 
to  the  front  of  the  President's  box,  wav. 
5ng  a  long  dagger  in  his  right  hand,  and 
exclaiming  “I  am  avenged,"  immedi 
ately  escaped  from  the  box. 

Secretary  Seward’s  throat  has  been  cut 
by  another  assassin,  who  entered  his 
bouse,  passed  up  to  his  bedroom,  and  com¬ 
mitted  the  terrible  deed.  Major  Seward 
met  the  assassin  when  coming  down 
stairs,  and  was  stabbed  in  the  face. 

LATER. 

4:00  A.  M. — The  President  is  still  alive 
at  this  hour,  but  entirely  unconscious. 
No  hope  seems  to  be  felt  of  his  recovery. 


The  Assassin. 

J.  Wilkes  Booth,  the  Assassin  of  the 
[President,  was  for  some  years  a  stock 
[actor;  afterwards  Manager  of  a  Rich- 
[mond  Theater.  Some  time  ago  he  was 
[confined  at  Fort  Lafayette  because  he 
[was  considered  a  dangerous  enemy  to  the 
[Government,  plotting  with  the  rebels 
(against  it. 

He  is  a  distant  relative  to  the  celebrated 
[tragedian  Junius  Brutus  Booth. 

THE  ASSASSIN  ARRESTED. 

Booth  is  in  custody.  The  other  as- 
laassin  not  yet  arrested.  The  detectives 
[are  on  his  track. 


[DEATH  OF  SECRETARY  SEWARD 
^WasI-^gton,  Aoril  ,|5.— .iysoBetfti 
trd  died  at  9.45  o' slack/, tins  (Satur- 
»y),worning. 


Official  Announcement  of  the  Assas- 
.  .  ination. 

Wai<  Department,  Washington,  ) 

April  15,  1:30  A.  M.  { 

To  Major,  General  Mix  : 

This  evening  at  about  9:30  P.  M.,  at 
Ford’s  Theater,  the  President  while  sit 
ting  in  hij  private  box,  with  Mrs.  Lin¬ 
coln,  Mrs+Harris  and  Major  Rathburn, 
was  shot  [by  an  assassin,  who  suddenly 
entered  tlje  box  and  approachod  behind 
the  Presi  jentj  The  assassin  then  leaped 
upon  the  stage,  brandishing  a  large  dag¬ 
ger  or  knife,  and  made  his  escape  in  the 
rear  of  the  theater. 

The  pistol  ball  entered  tho  hack  of  the 
President’s  head,  and  penetrated  neatly 
through  the  head.  The  wound  is  mortal. 

The  President  has  been  insensible  ever 
since  it  was  inflicted.  About  the  same 
hour,  an  assassin,  whether  the  same  or 
not  is  unknown,  entered  Mr.  Seward  s 
apartment^,  and,  under  pretense  of  hav 
ing  a  prescription,  was  shown  to  the  bee 
retary’s  sict  chamber. 

The  assassin  immediately  rushed  to  the 
bed  and  inflicted  two  or  three  stabs  on 

It  is  hop- 
My 

apprehension  is  that  they  will  prove  fa¬ 
tal.  The  nurse  alarmed  Mr.  Fred.  Sew-, 
ard,  who  was  in  an  adjoining  room,  and  luc  HOIOIlu 

hastened  to4ilthe  door  of  his  father’s  room,  Colonel  .1.  B.  Stewart, 
when  he  met,, (he  assassin,  who  inflicted 
on  him  one  or'  more  dangerous  wounds 
^The  recqvdry  of  Fred  Seward  is  doubt¬ 
ful.  It  is  not  probable  the  President  will 
live  through  the  night.  Gen.  Grant  and 
wife  were  adysrtised  to  be  at  the  Theatre 
this  evening,  hut  he  started  to  Burlington 
at  6  this  evening. 

At  a  Cabinet  meeting,  at  which  General 


the  throat  and  two  on  the  face, 
ed  the  wounds  may  not  be  mortal, 


have  just  arrived  at  the  place  where  th 
President  is  lying.  There  is  no  hope  of 
his  recovery.  The  attending  phy¬ 
sician  pronounces  his  case  hope 
less.  His  brains  are  ooziDg  from 
his  wound,  and  he  is  now  rapidly  sinking. 
His  wife  and  family  are  at  his  bedside 

SECOND  DISPATCH. 

Washington,  April  14  — The  President 
and  Mrs.  Lincoln  were  at  Ford's  Thea¬ 
ter,  listening  to  the  performance  of  “The 
American  Cousin,"  occupying  a  box  in 
the  second  tier.  At  the  close  of  the  third 
Act,  a  person  entered  the  box  occupied 
by  the  President,  and  shot  Mr.  Lincoln  in 
the  head,  the  shot  entering  the  back  part 
of  bis  head  and  coming  out  about  above 
the  temple,  The  assassin  then  jumped 
from  the  box  upon  the  stage  and  ran 
across  to  the  other  side,  exhibiting  a  dag 
ger  in  his  hand,  flourishing  it  in  a  tragical 
manner,  and  shouting  the  same  word 
repeated  by  the  desperado  at  Mr.  Seward's 
house,  adding  to  it,  “The  South  is  aveng 
ed,"  and  then  escaped  from  the  back  en¬ 
trance  of  the  stage,  but  in  his  passing 
dropped  his  pistol  and  his  hat.  Mr.  Lin¬ 
coln  fell  forward  in  his  seat,  and  Mrs.  Lin 
coin  fainted.  The  moment  that  the  as¬ 
tonished  audience  could  realize  w  hat  had 
happened,  the  President  was  taken  out 
and  carried  to  Mrs.  Peterson’s  house,  in 
Tenth  street,  opposite  to  the  Theater. 
Medical  aid  was  immediately  sent  for,  andj 
the  wound  was  at  first  supposed  to  be  fa 
tal,  and  it  was  announced  that  he  could| 
not  live;  but  at  half  past  12  he  was  still 
alive,  though  in  a  precarious  condition. 

As  the  assassin  ran  across  the  stage,! 

of  this  city,  whoj 
was  occupying  one  of  the  front  seats  inr 
the  orchestra,  on  the  same  side  of  the 
house  as  the  one  occupied  by  Mr.  Lin¬ 
coln,  sprang  to  the  stage,  and  followed 
him,  but  he  was  obstructed  in  his  passage 
across  the  stage  by  the  fright  of  the  ac¬ 
tors,  and  reached  the  back  door  about 
three  seconds  after  tho  assassin  had  pass 
ed  out.  Colonel  Stewart  got  into  the 
street  just  in  time  to  see  him  mount  his 
horse  and  ride  away.  This  operation  shows 


There  is  evidence  that  Secretary  Stanton 
was  also  marked  for  assassination. 

On  receipt  ot  the  intelligence  at  the  War 
Department,  of  the  attack  on  the  President, 
two  employees  of  the  Department  were  sent 
to  summon  the  Secretary.  Just  as  they  ap¬ 
proached  his  house,  a  man  jumped  out  from 
behind  a  tree-box  in  front  of  the  house,  and 
ran  away.  It  is  well  known  to  be  the  custom 
of  the  Secretary  to  go  from  the  Department 
to  his  house,  between  nine  and  twelve  o’clock, 
P.  M.,  and  usually  unattended.  It  is  supposed 
that  the  assassin  intended  to  shoot  him  as  he 
entered  the  house,  but  failed,  from  the  fact 
that  Mr.  Stanton  remained  at  home  during 
the  evening. 


THE  SEWS  IN  OTHEK  CITIES. 

Dispatches  from  all  Cities,  with  which 
we  have  communicated,  represent  the 
profound  affliction  of  the  people.  Busi¬ 
ness  is  suspended,  flags  are  at  half-mast, 
and  houses  are  being  draped  in  mourn¬ 
ing. 


Extra  this  Afternoon. 


We  will  issue  another  exira  at  4  o’clock  , 
with  the  afternoon  report,  and  proceedings  of 
the  public  meeting  at  the  Court  House. 


of 


The  Terrible  Tidings  in  New  York 

New  York,  April  15,  9  A.  M. — Intense] 
sorrow  is  depicted. on  all  countenances  at] 
'the  horrible  event  that  occurred  in 
Washington  last  night,  and  the  grief  of] 
all  good  men  is  apparent  everywhere,  at 
the  demise  of  the  President.  No  flags 
were  hoisted  in  this  city  this  morning, 
until  the  state  of  the  President  was 
known,  when  they  were  all  placed  at 
half  mast. 

People  appear  perfectly  terrified,  and 
the  utmost  rage  is  undoubtedly  felt 
towards  ali  known  secessionists  and  rebel 
sympathisers. 


The  President  Revokes  Permits  to 
leading  Traitors  to  visit 
Richmond. 

The  Herald’s  Washington  Special  says 
President  Lincoln,  yesterday,  revoked  the 
passes  to  Hunter,  Letcher  and  other  lead 
ing  Rebels,  to  visit  Richmond.  The 
President  was  willing  to  have  a  Conven¬ 
tion  held,  but  did  not  want  it  controlled 
by  these  men. 


THE  NATIONAL  CALAMITY, 

We  issue,  at  the  earliest  practicable 
moment,  all  the  particulars  we  have  re 
ceived  of  the  awful  oalanjity  which  has 
overtaken  the  American  people. 

President  Lincoln  was  assassinated  last 
night  (Friday),  and  died  at  7:22  o'clock 
this  morning. 

Another  assassin  cut  the  throat  of  Sec 
retary  Seward,  in  his  bed,  and  the  See 
retary  died  at  9:45  this  morning.  His  at¬ 
tendant  was  mortally  wounded,  and  his 
son,  Major  Seward,  was  stabbed  in  the 
face  by  the  escaping  assassin. 

We  will  issue  extras  giving  details  of 
the  terrible  news,  as  fast  as  telegrams  are 
received. 


Grant  was  prauent,  the- subject  of.  the 

,.  .  , ,  ’  .  ,  ..apian.  I  li6i  person  who  fifed  the  pistol  was 

~f  the,  couwry,  or  the  prospeot  - *  1  ' 

speedy  .peace,  was  '  discussed*’1  rigfyj/ifri  ...  ifiaTkijiiVud  day 

TtfB  ■  VrenTrf “  iti'.  >  'TavgS  moustache 

]B  Dim:  a 

hopeful,  and  spoke  very  kindly  of  Leu.  Lee 

»d  others  of  thiuDonleik’i'sicy^  and  of  the  e.-i 


[tablishment  of  the  Government  in  Virginia. 

All  the  memhefs  of  the  Cabinet,  except  Mr 
jSeward,  are  now  in  attendance  upon  the  Pre- 
ident.  1  have  seen  Mr.  Seward,  bu^  he  and 
Frederick  were  tijcith  unconscious. 

E.  M.  Stanton, 
Secretary  ot  War. 


1  j 


Assassination  of  the  President. 

Special  Dispatch  tq^e  Cincinnati  Gazette. 

Washington,  April  14. 

The  President,  Secretary  Seward  and 
Major  Seward  have  been  assailed  by  some 
desperadoes  ti-night,  evidently  under 
preconcerted  afrangement. 

About  half  past, ten  this  evening  a  well 
dressed  person  appeared  at  the  house  of 
Secretary  Seward,  and  asked  to  see  him 
He  was  informed  that  he  could  not,  upon 
which  he  said  fhat  he  had  a  prescription 
from  Surgeon-Gen.  Barnes,  which  he  was 
ordered  to  deliver  in  person.  The  servant 
referred  him  to  Fred.  Seward.  The  lat¬ 
ter  told  the  stranger  that  he  was  master 
of  the  house,  a|nd  would  take  charge  of 
the  medicine,  but  the  desperado  refused 
to  deliver  it,  ani  immediately  rushed  past 
Fred.  Seward,  and  struck  Seward  with 
dagger  in  the  tllroat  and  breast,  but,  up¬ 
on  examination  by  the  Surgeon  General 
he  is  pronounced  safe,  not  having  out  the 
juguler  vein  or  penetrated  the  breast  deep 
enough  to  prove  ,ftUal .  He  is  now 
pronounced  safe.  Major  Seward, son  of  the 
Secretary,  and  Paymaster  in  the  army 
jvas  also  badly  cat  in  his  efforts  to  defend  his 
father.  The  assassin  had  a  horse  at  the  door 
and  as  lie  was  Mounting,  he  pronounced  the 
motto  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  Sic  Temper 
Tyrannic,  (perish  all  tyrants.)  Simultaneous 
ly  with  this,  another  desperado  appeared  at 
Ford’s  Theatre,  and  obtained  admittance 
to  the  box  occupied  by  Mr.  Lincoln, 
aud  shot  the  President  in  the  back  of  the  head, 
then  jumped  from  the  box  to  the  stage, 
and  repeated  the  motto  of  Virginia  :  Sic 
temper  tyrannis.  In  a  moment  more  he 
disappeared. 

12:30  A.  M. — Secretaries  Stanton,  Wells 
McCulloch,  Dennison,  Speed  and  Ushei 


Whoever  he  was,  it  ia  plainly  evident  that  lie 
thoroughly  understood  the  theatre,  and  also 
the  approaches  and  modes  of  escape  to  the 
stage.  A  person  not  familiar  with  the 
theatre,  could  not  has-e  possibly  made  his 
escape  so  well  and  quickly.  The  alarm  was 
sounded  in  every  quarter.  Secretary 
Stanton  was  notified,  and  immediately  left 
his  house.  All  the  other  members  of  the 
Cabinet  escaped  attack,  Cavalry  men 
were  sent  out  in  all  directions,  and  dis¬ 
patches  sent  to  all  the  fortifications.  It 
is  thought  they  will  be  captured. 

I  o'clock  A.  M. — The  President  is  per¬ 
fectly  senseless,  and  there  is  not  the 
slightest  hope  of  his  recovery.  The 
physicians  believe  that  he  will  die  be¬ 
fore  morning.  All  of  his  Cabinet  except 
Secretary  Seward  are  with  him.  Speaker 
Colfax,  Senator  Farwell,  of  Maine,  and 
many  other  gentlemen  are  also  at  the 
house  awaiting  the  termination. 


Proclamation. 

BY  THE  MAYOR. 

Official  information  having  been  re¬ 
ceived  of  the  assassination  and  death  of 
President  Lincoln  and  W.  H.  Seward, 
[Secretary  of  State,  in  accordance  with 
the  proprieties  of  this  most  calamitous 
[event  and  the  request  of  citizens  of 
Dayton,  I  do  hereby  request  all  the 
people  to  suspend  business  for  the 
remainder  of  the  day,  and  to  give 
solemn  observance  to  such  religious 
exercises  as  may  be  determined  upon  at 
a  meeting  of  the  people,  which  will  be 
held  at  the  Court  House  at  one  o'clock 
P.  M.,  this  day. 

p.  Ellis,  Mayor.  • 
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?T  LINCOLN. 


yeqne  and:  the  leaders  of  the  orchestra 
declare  that  they  reooguL.ed  him  as  J.  Wilke:-._, 

Booth,  the  actor;  and  a  labid  secessio'nidijHPllllliC  if  Hie  Court  HOUSt 


at  One  o’clock. 


A  meeting  of  the  people 
will  be  held  at  the  COURT 
HOUSE  at  ONE  o’clock 
this  day  (Saturday.) 

At  that  hour  it  is  suggest¬ 
ed  that  all  business  be  sus¬ 
pended. 


third  dispatch. 

1:15  A.M. — The  President  is  slowly 
dying.  The  brain  is  oozing  through  the 
ball  hole  in  his  forehead.  He  is,  of  course, 
insensible.  There  is  an  occasional  lifting 
of  [his  hand,  and  heavy  stertorous 
breathing,  that’s  ali.  Mrs.  Lincoln 
and  her  two  sons  are  in  a  room 
of  the  house  opposite  to  Ford’s 
Theatre,  where  the  President  was  taken 
and  adjoining  that  where  he  was  lying. 
Mr.  Sumner  is  seated  at  the  head  of  the 
bed,  Secretaries  Stanton,  Welles,  Denni 
soil,  Usher,  and  McCulloch  and  Mr. 
Speed,  are  in  the  room.  A  large  number  of 
Secretaries, Generals, and  personal  friends 
of  Mr.  Lincoln  fill  the  house.  All  are  in 
tears.  Andy  Johnson  is  here.  He  was  in 
bed  when  the  assassination  was  commit¬ 
ted,  in  his  room  at  the  Kirkwood.  He 
was  immediately  apprised  of  the  e  vent, 
and  got  up.  The  precaution  was  taken  to 
provide  a  guard  of  soldiers  for  him,  and 
these  were  at  the  door  before  the  news 
was  well  through  the  Avenue. 

Captain  Rathbone,  of  Albany,  was  in 
the  box  with  the  President.  He  was 
slightly  wounded. 


Divine  Service. — Rev.  Dr.  Sprecher  will 
preach  in  the  Lutheran  Churh,  Main 
street,  to-morrow. 


Washington,  March  15. 

When  the  fatal  shot  was  fired,  Mrs.  Lin¬ 
coln,  who  was  alongside  of  her  husband,  ex¬ 
claimed,  “Oh  why  did  not  they  shoot  me! — 
why  didn’t  they  shoot  me!  ’’ 
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